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lower costs of prescription drugs in the 
FEHBP but to also provide our federal em-
ployees with a safer, higher quality prescrip-
tion drug benefit. 

In this day and age, when every effort is 
being made to reduce federal spending and to 
find money to fund healthcare reform and 
other domestic policy priorities, the level of 
ambiguity around costs and drug prices under 
the FEHBP is appalling and must change. 
What we have before us is an issue that can 
save the taxpayer billions of dollars while at 
the same time reduce premiums for federal 
workers and their families. All I ask of my col-
leagues is for their support in passing this im-
portant legislation. 
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EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES TO 
HAITI 

SPEECH OF 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 20, 2010 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to support the 

resolution expressing condolences to and soli-
darity with the people of Haiti in the aftermath 
of the devastating earthquake of January 12, 
2010. 

With reports of up to 200,000 deaths and 
more than 1.5 million people left homeless, 
this is the worst natural disaster incurred by 
Haiti in more than 200 years. As the poorest 
and least developed country in the Western 
Hemisphere, it is reassuring to see the United 
States and the international community com-
ing together in solidarity to help this country in 
its hour of need. The 7.0 earthquake has 
caused upheaval for almost one-third of the 
Haitian population and wrecked the existing in-
frastructure, making roads impassable, hin-
dering rescue/aid flights, and tainting water 
supplies. 

The earthquake’s destruction spared no na-
tionality, no class, no age, no religion. Thou-
sands of American volunteers and mission-
aries were also lost; however, due to the self-
lessness and quick action of first-responders, 
we are able to celebrate each life as survivors 
are found. The rescue effort has been led by 
rescue teams from around the world. Teams 
in Texas eagerly await the opportunity to de-
ploy to Port-au-Prince and various organiza-
tions in my district have been holding fund-
raisers to contribute to the effort. Americans 
have contributed over $200 million to major re-
lief groups in just 7 days since this disaster, 
and their generosity will be important in the 
coming months as Haiti rebuilds its tangible 
resources as well as its national conscious-
ness. 

Haitian recovery from the tragic events in its 
capital city will require continued support from 
the international community, and I urge my fel-
low colleagues to join me in supporting the 
resolution expressing condolences to and soli-
darity with the people of Haiti in the aftermath 
of the devastating earthquake of January 12, 
2010. 

HONORING THE OUTSTANDING 
SERVICE OF THE 354TH EXPEDI-
TIONARY FIGHTER SQUADRON 

HON. GABRIELLE GIFFORDS 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 21, 2010 

Ms. GIFFORDS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the 354th Expeditionary Fighter 
Squadron on their recent landmark deploy-
ment to Afghanistan in support of Operation 
Enduring Freedom. 

During their recent combat deployment, the 
354th distinguished itself as the Air Force’s 
premiere Close Air Support unit by flying more 
sorties per day, per aircraft, than any other 
ground-attack unit in the Central Command 
area. 

Over the course of their 6-month tour, the 
unit flew more than 10,000 flight hours and 
launched more than 2,500 sorties in support of 
thousands of troops on the ground and all with 
only half of their full complement of aircraft. 

The Bulldogs spearheaded the integration of 
the SADL communications system or Situa-
tional Awareness Data Link. They were also 
the first A–10 unit to forward deploy to 
Kandahar Airfield, closer to the action and 
closer to the enemy. 

In order to remain airborne, the mainte-
nance team worked around the clock to en-
sure a utilization rate of 210% of the usual do-
mestic operational rate. For the 354th that 
meant 400 sorties a month. 

The dedicated service of the airmen of the 
354th Expeditionary Fighter Squadron has un-
doubtedly saved the lives of countless Amer-
ican, Coalition and Afghan ground forces and 
under the brutal conditions of an unrelenting 
Afghan winter. 

As the first A–10 squadron in theater, the 
354th has set the bar very high, but I am con-
fident that their follow-on units will meet that 
standard. 

On behalf of the people of Tucson, I am 
personally very proud to welcome home the 
354th to Davis-Monthan Air Force Base. 
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CBS WINS LAP DOG AWARD 

HON. LAMAR SMITH 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 21, 2010 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speaker, for 
the second time in a row, CBS is the winner 
of the Media Fairness Caucus’ highly un-cov-
eted ‘‘Lap Dog Award’’ for the week’s most 
glaring example of media bias. 

During CBS’ coverage of the special elec-
tion in Massachusetts on Tuesday evening, 
two hours before the polls closed, political an-
alyst John Dickerson claimed that if Repub-
lican candidate SCOTT BROWN won the elec-
tion, it would ‘‘get a lot uglier in Washington.’’ 

Brown went on to say that Republicans ‘‘feel 
excited and they see glory in attacking the 
President.’’ 

It’s no wonder just 2 in 10 Americans say 
reporters try to offer unbiased coverage of po-
litical campaigns, according to a recent Ras-
mussen poll. 

CBS and the national media should give 
Americans the facts, not tell them what to 
think. 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN 
EGYPT 

HON. ALBIO SIRES 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 21, 2010 

Mr. SIRES. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
share my concern and outrage over human 
rights abuses in Egypt. 

I rise to ask that the Egyptian Government 
uphold the rights of all religious communities 
by ending discrimination and harassment of 
groups such as the Coptic Christians, and 
prosecuting those that do such groups harm. 

An attack that happened just weeks ago 
starkly illustrates the need for change in 
Egypt. On January 6th, 2010, a drive-by 
shooting killed six Coptic Christians in Nag 
Hammadi. This deadly attack, carried out the 
night before the Coptic Christmas, is the most 
recent in a long history of repression and 
abuse of Coptic Christians in Egypt. 

On January 14th, 2009, the U.S. Assistant 
Secretary for Democracy, Human Rights, and 
Labor, Michael Posner, spoke out against this 
attack. He stressed the need for prosecution 
and justice in the country. Last October, the 
Department of State released its 2009 Inter-
national Religious Freedom Report detailing 
the widespread and ongoing persecution of 
this community. The report also highlights in-
creasing violence and the need for improved 
investigations. 

While the United States and the human 
rights community have been vocal in con-
demning this attack and other human rights 
abuses, the Egyptian government has yet to 
recognize the full significance of the violent act 
or the overarching issue of intolerance in the 
country. Violence in the name of the religion is 
unacceptable, but when governments do not 
sufficiently address such behavior, the vio-
lence is far more troubling. 

Religion is a fundamental freedom that must 
be upheld and respected around the world, in 
every nation and in every community. I urge 
my colleagues in the House to join me in call-
ing for religious freedom and basic rights for 
all people. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE CITY OF 
OWASSO, OKLAHOMA 

HON. JOHN SULLIVAN 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 21, 2010 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Madam Speaker, today, I 
rise to recognize the City of Owasso, Okla-
homa, in the First Congressional District for 
receiving an A+ rating in government trans-
parency by the online citizen’s watchdog 
group, Sunshine Review. I congratulate the 
City of Owasso for receiving this prestigious 
award and becoming the first city in Oklahoma 
to receive a perfect grade. 

The Sunshine Review is an online resource 
that monitors government transparency at the 
local, county, and state levels throughout the 
country. According to the organization, they 
seek to make government accountability and 
records accessible for all citizens and tax-
payers to read. In order to assess a city’s rat-
ing, the Sunshine Review compiles a ‘‘trans-
parency checklist’’, consisting of ten basic sec-
tions of accountability. Each section must 
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